tax would be preferable to no funding at all for the development of the multipurpose cadastre.
The issuance of building permits in most states already is heavily loaded with procedures for enforcement of building and zoning codes and fees that support the local and state staffs to maintain and administer them. Nevertheless, those who invest in new construction or expansion of existing structures have a major stake in the accurate record of locations and conditions of their properties and of the districts where various types of building restrictions apply.
We recommend that the possibility of raising some of the funds needed for the cadastre through a surcharge on fees for building permits also be considered in each state.
Some funds for at least maintenance of the system also can be recovered through charges for hard copies of the records (maps or tabulations on paper or film) or for the connection of a terminal to the electronic files so that they might be read in a private office. Users of the existing deed record books in some counties are willing to pay as much as 500 or 750 per sheet for paper copies of the pages they need. This obviously covers more than the cost of paper and duplication, but income from such sources could only be a small fraction of the total budget for operating and maintaining the cadastre, without any consideration for development costs.
7.5.3    Joint Venture with Large Private Data Users
A multipurpose cadastre, kept constantly up to date, will duplicate a major share of the land data now maintained in separate systems by the title insurance industry and by the utilities. If these companies would make the commitment to pay even a fraction of the present costs of obtaining these data to the county (or municipality) for the information service of the multipurpose cadastre, this could provide for a major part of the public budget.
A major obstacle to such arrangements at present is the lack of a sufficient commitment on the part of the local government to convince the private data user that the proposed new system will be stable and permanent and that the data will indeed be available when he needs them. If it is not, the potential business losses would quickly exceed the amounts currently spent to maintain the separate, private system. It is unlikely that the major private users can be convinced to change this position and commit their support to a future multipurpose cadastre unless either (1) its development and operation are controlled by a policy board on which they have a major voice or (2) the federal government is committed to support the development and maintenance of the local cadastre that meets nationally recognized standards.
7.5.4    State Matching Funds
Participation of the state government in each county program to develop a multipurpose cadastre with state matching funds would serve a number of state-leveltement of the federal tax stamps on real estate transactions, which has been discontinued, and would require an extensive public relations program. Nevertheless, a national transferr most of Ohio (where the system originated) and for all of 29 states thatraphic index (Pedowitz, 1978). A broader model statute for a multipurpose cadastre is needed (Cook, 1982).y and to provide leaders!o be done and the capabilities that products must possess.
